
RWJ Scouting Preview: 2025 Indian Wells Tennis Tournament 

Indian Wells is arguably the most prestigious of all ATP & WTA 1000 events—the honor roll of 
past champions speaks to the tournament’s significance. Often referred to as the "fifth major," 
it holds a unique place in the tennis calendar, just behind the four Grand Slams. 

This year’s edition promises no less excitement, featuring 12 days of high-stakes matches that 
will test players' endurance, strategy, and adaptability. 

Key Considerations for Your Tennis Pool Selections: 

• Court Pace Matters: Indian Wells traditionally has the slowest hard courts among all the 
Masters 1000 events. In 2024, the Court Pace Index (CPI) was 36.9, a noticeable increase 
from 27.4 in 2017, but still much slower compared to the US Open’s 2024 CPI of 42.1 
(medium-fast). 

•  
• Who Benefits? Slower courts favor elite movers who thrive on extended rallies and 

have the ability to set up their shots with extra time. This is a key reason why Carlos 
Alcaraz and Iga Świątek are the defending champions—they excel in these conditions. 

•  
• Matchup Analysis is Crucial: When the draws are released on Monday, March 3rd, at 4 

PM, pay close attention to player matchups. Some styles don’t translate well against 
certain opponents, regardless of form. A few recent one-sided head-to-heads illustrate 
this: 

o ATP: Jannik Sinner (10-0) vs. Alex de Minaur, Novak Djokovic (20-0) vs. Gaël 
Monfils 

o WTA: Iga Świątek (11-3) vs. Coco Gauff 

Certain players will have a clear path through the draw, while others may run into early trouble. 

What’s Next? 

Stay tuned for my in-depth draw analysis, including potential dark horses who could make 
deep runs into the second week. 

 

 

 


